
We will need your help selling bundle packs and sharing our social media posts to make this a

successful event again this year as we raise funds to improve our livestock buildings.



***We can officially start selling 26 week bundle packs for $130. The bundle pack gets you one

entry into all 26 weeks of the event. This is where we need your help!!

Our goal for 2026 is for each Fair Board and 4-H member/volunteer to sell one bundle pack. As an

incentive to increase sales, we are going to offer awards to our top selling individuals and families

- you can enter as a family or individually, but not both.

The top three individuals in sales will receive a cash award $100-$75-$50. We are also offering

each family that sells a total of 10 or more bundle packs a 2026 Fair Package (includes 4 tickets to

the derby, tractor pull, bull riding, and inflatables, $25 in food stand bucks, 2 t-shirts, 2 cozies, and a

cooler).

All pre-sale forms will be due to the office on Monday, February 9 at 5 pm.

Please reach out to sdclaycountyfair@gmail.com or the office if you have any questions or

concerns.

Good luck and thanks for your help!

-Missy O'Connor

Link to the Pre-Sale Form

DEADLINE TO SIGN UP and PAY - 12:00 AM JANUARY 30, 2026

Please find the Contestant Packet and all information HERE - CLICK HERE

The 2026 BHHS® Youth Day, being held on February 7, is full of can't-miss events including the

Beef Cook-off, Livestock Judging, Horse Quiz Bowl, Livestock Skill-a-thon, and Hippology

Contests!

To register, complete the forms at the appropriate links inside the contestant packet 2026 BHSS®

Youth Day Contestant Packet and get them submitted before 12:00AM January 30, 2026! Please

follow payment instructions before the deadline as well.

Hutchinson and Turner County staff, teen leaders, and volunteers have put together a day of

workshop opportunities in Freeman. Both the rabbit and poultry workshops are Youth Livestock

Literacy (YLL) approved. Please sign up for each workshop youth plan to attend at the

corresponding links so that we may adequately prepare for each workshop.

So You Want to Show a Cat/Kitten?

Tips and tricks for success with Cat/Kitten Showmanship in the Companion Animal Project will be

the focus of this workshop. The workshop will be held on Saturday, January 31, 2026, from 9 a.m. –
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https://docs.pennco.org/docs/4-H/UpcomingEvents/2026%20Black%20Hills%20Stock%20Show%20Youth%20Day%20Contestant%20Packet.pdf
https://docs.pennco.org/docs/4-H/UpcomingEvents/2026%20Black%20Hills%20Stock%20Show%20Youth%20Day%20Contestant%20Packet.pdf
https://docs.pennco.org/docs/4-H/UpcomingEvents/2026%20Black%20Hills%20Stock%20Show%20Youth%20Day%20Contestant%20Packet.pdf


10 a.m. at the Freeman Community Center Meeting Room. The Freeman Community Center is

located at 224 S. Wipf St. Freeman, SD. Youth will have the option of bringing their own cat/kitten

to work with. The training is being taught by staff and an experienced teen leader. Register at

https://forms.gle/E75QtUZ8Jf6cpeyT6 no later than 1/23/26. Contact Jenaya Brengle at

hutchinson.county@sdstate.edu with any questions.

So You Want to Show a Rabbit?

Tips and tricks for success in the rabbit project plus hands-on rabbit showmanship practice will be

the focus of this Youth Livestock Literacy approved workshop. The workshop will be held on

Saturday, January 31, 2026, from 10:15 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. at the Freeman Community Center

Meeting Room. The Freeman Community Center is located at 224 S. Wipf St. Freeman, SD. Youth

will have the option of bringing a rabbit to work with or working with other rabbits at this training.

The training is being taught by staff, experienced teen leaders and volunteers in the rabbit project.

Register at https://forms.gle/G7HVsxfjeXJ BS851A no later than 1/23/26. Contact Deanna Gall at

deanna.gall@sdstate.edu with any questions.

So You Want to Show Poultry?

Tips and tricks for success in the poultry project plus hands-on poultry showmanship practice will

be the focus of this Youth Livestock Literacy approved workshop. The workshop will be held on

Saturday, January 31, 2026, from 12:30 p.m. – 2 p.m. at the Freeman Community Center Meeting

Room. The Freeman Community Center is located at 224 S. Wipf St. Freeman, SD. Youth will have

the option of bringing their own poultry to work with or practicing with other birds. The training is

being taught by staff, experienced teen leaders and volunteers in the poultry project. Register at

https://forms.gle/h2evabtNRBG52U6Q9 no later than 1/23/26. Contact Deanna Gall at

deanna.gall@sdstate.edu with any questions

Join us for the 2026 SD 4-H Photography Challenge. Open to all youth 8-18

Goal 1: Learn and sharpen your photography skills

Goal 2: Create a photo that is ready for Achievement Days

Goal 3: Have fun and connect with industry professionals across SD!

Sign up here: Start Date Jan. 15 – 2026: https://forms.gle/ctojgUeSA5b2fnVg9
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Energize Your Day with Grains!

This month in 4-H Flavorful, kids explore GRAINS — the foods that give them the energy to play,

learn, run, and imagine all day long!

Kids get to make fun recipes using pasta, oats, popcorn, rice, and whole-grain breads.

Parents appreciate that kids learn:

What whole grains are

How to build balanced, filling meals

How to help with breakfast, snacks, and dinner

A great way to get kids excited about healthy eating! Check out the recipes here:

https://extension.sdstate.edu/4-h-flavorful.

https://extension.sdstate.edu/4-h-flavorful


The 2026 South Dakota 4-H Day at the Capitol will be held on Friday, February 20th, 2026, in Pierre

at the State Capitol building. The Civic Education team is still in the process of finalizing the

registration process, but as soon as that is available, it will be emailed to county 4-H Offices.

Please find attached the schedule for this year’s event. This year's event will not be held in

conjunction with SDSU/Brookings Day, so there are some slight changes to the schedule, but

largely the same. We encourage you to start distributing the date amongst your members. Once

registrations are live, they will be due mid-February.

2026 4-H Capitol Day_Schedule.pdf Download

231.3 KBinsert_drive_filePDF

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural

income-producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups.

https://secure.smore.com/app/attachments/download/696560b8943907f331e79bc9


Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient

income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational

experience. The maximum loan amount is $10,000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,

American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident

alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age

Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined

above

Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and

assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth loan

applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.

For help preparing the application forms, contact your local County USDA Service Center or

visit fsa.usda.gov

The 4‑H Youth in Action (YIA) program celebrates young people who are creating real change in

their communities. This national program amplifies the stories and leadership of 4‑H youth,

showcasing how 4‑H has shaped their lives and equipped them to impact others.

Four Award Winners will receive a(n):

$5,000 scholarship for higher education, paid directly to the institution, including two‑year and

four‑year colleges, trade schools, or other advanced learning opportunities.

Year of professional and media development, training, networking, and national opportunities

to serve as a spokesperson and thought leader.

All expenses paid trips for each award winner and a chaperone to attend national events.

Official reference letter from a National 4‑H Council leader for educational or career purposes.

If you know a young person whose work deserves recognition, encourage them to apply today and

share their story with a national audience!

Apply Today

The American Farm Bureau Federation is excited to offer a unique national opportunity for 4-H, FFA

and Jr. MANRRS members on January 11th , 2026. From January 9-14, 2026, AFBF will host it’s

107th Annual Convention and Trade Show at the Anaheim Convention Center in Anaheim, CA. As

https://fsa.usda.gov/
https://4-h.org/programs/4-h-youth-in-action-program/?utm_term=General_1052026&utm_date=1052026&utm_campaign=YIA26&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--oRUNY2JeVWru1EAoHveqSablAR0XP1giEL5LbOXw7ASZUi28gBWub14S8dvSTtrexWsgPy1KlRoVSVp8OMATB8NRqXMhPpiiiJLSn2GtD66Wgv6A&_hsmi=396942680&utm_content=homepage&utm_source=HubSpot


part of this event, a special Youth Leadership Program will be held on Sunday, January 11th ,

exclusively for youth members.

This free program for 4-H members gives youth the chance to:

Connect with farmers, ranchers, and industry leaders nationwide

Network with other youth leaders and build leadership skills

Attend the Empowering Young Leaders reception with AFBF President Zippy Duvall

More information can be found here AFBF YOUTH LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

* This event is not an SDSU Extension or SD 4-H sponsored event. We are sharing because there

may be value to some of the youth in the SD 4-H Program

Now is the time to re-enroll in 4-H Online

(https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in) for the 2025/2026 4-H

Year! It doesn't matter whether you joined 1 week ago or you have

been in the program for 8 years, EVERYONE must reenroll every

year! So if you are a volunteer, Cloverbud, or a 4-H member please

follow the link above and get you and your family reenrolled so we

can have a GREAT 2025/2026 4-H year!

This also is the best time for our friends to join us in 4-H! If you

have friends or family that are not yet enrolled in 4-H this is the most opportune time to sign up, or

for them to reach out to the office for more information!

Everything Friday Message

The State 4-H Office sends out an Everything Friday Message that is

sent out every week.

If you are interested in signing up to this Listserv, please send them

this link:

https://sdstateoira.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9STL1XLiYOpm

lPE

Save the Date for Summer Camp 2026! Registration opening soon for the following camps:

Lake Poinsett – Ages 8-12 - June 7-10

Going Beyond – Ages 12-14 - June 10-12

Storm Mountain – Ages 8-12 - June 14-17

New for Summer 2026

Teen Adventure Camp @ Storm Mountain – Ages 15-18 - May 31-June 3

https://annualconvention.fb.org/youthleadershipprogram?_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9JwkM5CHJU-pIJRux3l9WP1hl48S9aLNWGD_Z9Qesj5aJT44-F1LjtcguYpQjVFvxKgCnl-NI9vOCHpup356w7OX2XkeODpMQBBsYF9p8xYOHLt2w&_hsmi=390884305
https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
https://sdstateoira.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9STL1XLiYOpmlPE
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January

January 1 & 2 - Office Closed for New Years

January 10 - Fruit Sales Begin

January 11 - 4 of Clubs Pre Sales Begin

January 26 - Pick-a-Chick orders are DUE

January 31 - Small Animal Workshop Day - Freeman, SD

February

February 7 - Black Hills Stock Show Youth Day

March

March 1 - Fruit Sales End

March 11 - Fruit Delivery Day

June

June 30 - Clay/Union/Yankton County Horse Show

July

July 8 - Lennox Special Foods

July 13-15 - State Horse Show

August

August 12-15 - Clay County Fair and Achievement Days

Clay County 4-H Extension Office

Office Hours Monday through Friday 8-5 (closed over noon hour)

-Laurie Fritsch

4-H Educator

-Rali Sykes

4-H Administrative Assistant

Email: clay.county@sdstate.edu

Website: https://www.claycountysd.org/extensionoffice4h.cfm

Location: 515 High Street, Vermillion, SD, USA

Phone: 605-677-7111

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/share/g/19jWQKEPVq/
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